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How to calculate a Tax? 
•  To calculate a tax, a taxpayer must know: 

– Tax Rate: level of taxes imposed on the tax 
base and is usually expressed as a 
percentage 

– Tax Base: defines what is actually taxed and 
is usually expressed in monetary terms 

 
Tax = Tax Base * Tax Rate 

 



Different ways to measure tax rates 

•  Marginal Tax Rate: the tax rate that applies to the 
next additional increment of a taxpayer’s taxable 
income. 

 
•  Average Tax Rate: the taxpayer’s average level of 

taxation on each dollar of taxable income. 
 

•  Effective Tax Rate: the taxpayer’s average rate of 
taxation on each dollar of total income (both taxable 
and non-taxable) 



Tax Rate Structures 

•  Proportional Tax Rate (Flat Tax): imposes a 
constant tax rate throughout the tax base. 

 
•  Progressive Tax Rate: imposes an 

increasing marginal tax rate as the tax base 
increases. 

 
•  Regressive Tax Rate: imposes a decreasing 

marginal tax rate as the tax base increases. 



Tax Rate Structures Example 



La Crisis Fiscal de Puerto Rico 



Déficit Acumulado = 
$21,831M 

FY 00 – FY 12 

TOTAL DE INGRESOS Y GASTOS DEL FONDO GENERAL     AF 00 – 
AF 14 

8 

(en $ millones) 

Ingresos y Gastos del Fondo General – AF00 – AF14 

•  Del AF00 al AF12 los gastos excedieron los ingresos netos del Fondo General. Creando de esta forma 
un déficit acumulado de $21,831M en un periodo de 13 años. El promedio de ingresos netos del Fondo 
General durante este periodo fue de $7,821M, mientras el gasto promedio  con cargo al Fondo General 
fue de $9,501M.  

Fuente: 1. AF200 al AF2013 “Statement of Revenue and Expenditures-Budget and Actual Budget Basis-General Fund” según 
los estados financieros auditados del ELA. 
               3.  AF14 - estimado  
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Presupuesto 



Fuente: http://www2.pr.gov/agencias/ogp/InformacionGrafica/Pages/default.aspx 
Fuente: http://www2.pr.gov/agencias/ogp/InformacionGrafica/Pages/default.aspx 













Impuesto al Valor Añadido 











Fiscalización v. Evasión 
 





Fuente: http://www.hacienda.pr.gov/informe-de-kpmg-sobre-la-reforma-contributiva-0 



Fuente: http://www.hacienda.pr.gov/informe-de-kpmg-sobre-la-reforma-contributiva-0 



Fuente: http://www.hacienda.pr.gov/informe-de-kpmg-sobre-la-reforma-contributiva-0 


