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Objectives

To give an understanding of fan writing
history.

To tell the story of our exploration of
fanfiction through a literary lens
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What is fanfiction (fic)?

. Works of fictitious prose written by fans
that transform pre-existing stories and

their characters to create new narratives.
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Historical Background

The tradition of borrowing and playing with

pre-existing stories goes far back. However,
fanfiction as we know it only came to be

known as fanfiction as recently as 1970.
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Historical Back

Home | Archive of Our Own

< O |2 3 -+ & archiveofourown.org

>9/3Archive of Our Own

Fandoms Browse Search About

Welcome to the Archive of Our Own!

We're a fan-created, fan-run, non-profit, non-commercial archive for
transformative fanworks, like fanfiction, fanart, fan videos, and podfic. We
currently have 16121 fandoms, 398688 registered users, and 1286836 works.

While the site is in beta, you can get an invitation from another user or from our
automated invite queue. All fans and fanworks are welcome!

The Archive of Our Own is a project of the Organization for
Transformative Works.

Login or Getan Invite

archiveofourown.net

News
Troubleshooting: Common Problems When
Logging In

Release 0.9.20: Improvements to our
search index code!

OTW Supports Net Neutrality

More news...

Tweets

OTW Tweets ¥
Tweets from a list by otw_status

The latest tweets from the Archive, Tag Wranglers,
Fanlore, Fanhackers, and the OTW.

OTW_News 5h
@OTW_News
#Fans come in every #race & #gender and go by

many names & labels: bit.ly/1s3BAg6
#OTWFannews #hockey

Expand

/= OTW News
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Participatory Culture

* The negotiation that occurs over the
meaning of the text, and the terms of
the relationship between producers
and consumers. This involves a
reciprocal relationship between
spectator and source material (Henry
Jenkins — 2012- “sociological view of
participatory culture?).
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Original research question

Can fanfiction be studied as literature and if
so, how?
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Methodology

Literary theory

Mixed methods survey on fanfiction
practices
22 questions
Distributed through Tumblr.com
During 1 month
Received 2,246 responses
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Methodology (cont.

Narratives of Participatory Culture

8 nopc-upr.tumblir.com/post/89781009617/dalekanim-hi-there-do-you-love-fanfiction

¢! [+

2D =
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NARRATIVES OF Hi there! Do you love fanfiction? Yes? Good!. We’re passionate about it too.
PARTICIPATORY CULTURE We want to understand it better, in a literary sort of way. If you have about
10-15 minutes to spare, speak English, are at least 13 yéars old, and want to
help us do }us[ that, go ahead and_click to answer a survey about
reading and/or writing fanfiction. We’d be super duper grateful (but are

legally required to say you won’t get paid).

Make picking a gender optional and I'll do it.

The question is about sex and, as per our Informed Consent Form and our FAQ, it
is optional and always has been.

(Source: )
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Survey announcement on our tumblr.com blog.
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Methodology (cont.
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Verénica Rodisage’zzfﬁ Jun

| took a little nap but the lure
of work was too strong.
THERE ARE 97 REPLIES.

Angelique

ITS OK.

BREATHE IN

We can work with this, its ok.

Vivian (inas)
97 replies?!

Verénica Rodiguez Uil
IT'S SO BEAUTIFUL.

Vivian (inas)
2751
2771

278!l This is gonna give me a
heart attack!!!

seg, 2 de jun

Angelique

Kentucky fries Christ. This is
crazy. wake me up if we hit
400 before 5:30

Vivian (inas)
ROGER THAT!!!
*mega salute*
281111

| know Im annoying but this is
so surreal!

S sex, 6 de jun
Verdnica Roaiguce = 2l

WE BROKE 1,000

Vivian (inas)

¥ (:,x0x*+;("4
Verénica Rodiguez Wl

Also, Angelicque, could you
make an faq tag page thingy?
I'd do it myself but I'm scared

sab, 7 de jun
Angelique
(dances) we broke 1,000!
We're at 1,064!

R'marninal 1N:NNam at tha

Text message reactions to the number of survey responses. 4
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Methodology (cont.)
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Methodology (cont.)

Selection of most work with best qualities
of fanfiction — All the Other Ghosts (AtOG)

Analysis of AtOG following theories
and approaches
New Criticsm (Eliot)
Reader Response (Rossenblatt)
New Historicism (Greenblatt)
Psychoanalysis (Jung)
Feminist Theory (Beauvoir)
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Revised research question

How do fanfiction and literature intersect?
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Results

The theories used were limited in their
scope and depth of AtOG. The
participatory nature of fanfiction was
lost to the limited focus demanded by
these theories and approaches.
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Conclusions

Need to create a theory for analyzing
fanfiction in a way that encompases all of its
participatory complexities.
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Future inquiries

Analysis and presentation of the
survey results

Application of Fanfiction Theory to
other fanwritten works
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